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The ACMECS business community calls upon the Leaders of the ACMECS countries to fully 

materialize and implement the economic cooperation strategy in order to facilitate deeper 

economic integration among ACMECS countries. Urgent actions and closer cooperation 

among the ACMECS governments are greatly needed within the framework specified in the 

Bagan Declaration with a view promoting ACMECS prosperity and sustainability development. 

The ACMECS business community would like to draw the attention of the ACMECS Leaders to 

the following areas: 

 

1.  Strengthening ACMECS Business Councils 

 In order to encourage ACMECS business community’s participation in the ACMECS 

 Action Plan, and to ensure continuity of their work plans and activities, the ACMECS 

 Business Councils agreed to set up the ACMECS Joint Business Council (ACMECS JBC), 

 comprising of 3 business representatives and their alternates from each ACMECS 

 member country. Chair and Vice Chair of the ACMECS JBC would be appointed on a 

 two-year rotation basis.   

 As agreed during its meeting in Bangkok on 3rd November 2010, a  representative 

 from Cambodia and a representative from Lao PDR have been respectively appointed 

 as Chair and Vice Chair for the first two-year term.  

The ACMECS Joint Business Council-Thailand Chapter has been assigned to operate a 

permanent secretariat for the Council for the first 4-year term. ACMECS JBC Thailand 

as also been assigned take the role of Secretary General and the ACMECS JBC for the 

same term.  

 We hope that the newly set up ACMECS JBC would play its active roles in  enhancing 

 business collaboration and promoting trade and investment opportunities within 

 ACMECS member countries.  

2.  Trade and Investment Facilitation 

2.1 Expedite the formation of Sister Cities 

Sister Cities Program is one of the bilateral projects of the ACMECS Action Plan for 

2003-2012, with the purpose of promoting closer linkage of people/ provinces/ cities 

lived and located along the border areas of ACMECS member countries. Development 
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and implementation of   the Sister Cities Program has been recognized as a vital 

mechanism to help achieve the goal of ACMECS as planned. 

 Recommendation: 

i) To expedite implementation of the Sister Cities Program, there is a need to set up 

specific road maps and terms of references (ToR) for Sister Cities.  Model road 

maps for sister cities need to be developed for both border cities and cultural 

cities.  The models road map will be defined by the ACMECS JBC, and would 

include at priory activities, such as 

- Organizing ACMECS Trade Fair along the border areas to help reduce cost of 

exhibitor participation and facilitate the transport of exhibited items in border 

cities. 

2.2 Encourage the usage of local currencies for border trade transaction. 

 Currently, the Bank of Thailand (BOT) and Bank of Lao (BOL) have supported  

 Thai commercial banks and Lao Development Bank (LDB) in cooperation in 

 providing Kip-Baht exchange service at several border points.  The progress of usage 

 of local currencies for border trade transaction between Thailand and Lao PDR has 

 been significantly noted. 

 Recommendation: 

i) It is essential to develop the payment system among ACMECS countries in 

order to promote border trade. The National banks in ACMECS countries  

should consider to  apply the  system of  Kip-Baht exchange service and 

replicate  this system to the rest of ACMECS  countries .This payment system  

is favorable  to  an enhancement of  usage of local currencies as well as  de-

dollarization implementation. 

 

2.3. Proposed Establishment of Whole-sale and Distribution Center  

 With a view to enhance the intra-ACMECS trade and trade network, the establishment 

 of Whole-sale and Distribution Center in CLM countries are necessary. Since, it has 

 been already adopted under ACMECS projects by sector of cooperation. It is also 

 included in Common CLMVT Projects, Programs and Cooperation Arrangements. In 

 addition, it was known that a feasibility study on this project had been conducted. 

 Recommendation: 

i) It would be highly desirable to expedite the establishment of Whole-sale and 

Distribution Center project soonest possible. 
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3.  Agriculture Cooperation 

3.1.  Expedite Implementation of the Contract Farming 

Since the enforcement of the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AFTA) in January 2010, 

import duties exemption is applied for import and export of agricultural products.  So 

far, there is no incentive for entrepreneurs to apply for ACMECS Contract Farming. 

However, the Contract Farming Project is still beneficial in terms of providing technical 

and financial support, food security and providing sufficient raw material for agro-

based industry in the sub-region, such as maize and soybean. 

 Recommendation: 

i) To explore and formulate good practice of mutually beneficial Contract Farming 

projects. 

ii) To expedite the signing of MOU on Contract Farming within ACMECS countries to 

facilitate the import and export procedure of agricultural produces under the 

Contract Farming projects. 

iii) To promote the usage of local currencies for the Contract Farming projects. 

3.2 Enhance technical cooperation in Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Standards (SPS) to 

 improve quality of agricultural produces. 

In the international market, more and more Non-Tariffs-Barriers (NTBs), especially on 

food safety standards, are imposed on food and agricultural products.  Such standards 

usually accompanied with traceability principle, therefore, cooperation in Sanitary and 

Phyto-Sanitary Standards (SPS) among ACMECS Members is vital to achieve 

production of qualified agricultural produces as raw materials for further process into 

finished products to compete in the world market.   

 

       Recommendation: 

i) To explore the possibility of technical cooperation, among ACMECS Members, in 

Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Standards (SPS) to improve quality of agricultural 

produces 

ii) To seek cooperation from international institutions regarding SPS standards  

 

3.3.  Provide support for training and transferring of know-how 

 As one of the world’s top exporters of food and agricultural products, Thailand is 

 capable of complying with a variety of public and private standards of importing 

 countries, especially those on food safety and Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) etc.  

 Thailand is also equipped with resourceful information, efficient techniques and  tools 

 to provide support for training and transferring of know-how on postharvest 

 management of maize, soybean and other agricultural produces etc.  
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  Recommendation: 

i) To provide support for training and transferring of know-how on use of 

appropriate types of fertilizers, and postharvest management of maize, soybean 

and other agricultural produces. 

ii)  To exchange information among ACMECS Members on upcoming public and 

private standards imposed by importing countries 

 

3.4. Cooperate with ACMECS Members to promote environmental friendly agriculture by 

taking into account the conservation of energy and natural resources 

Climate change is considered one of the most critical concerns for local and 

international communities, sustainable development approach is needed to ensure 

discreet conservation of environment and natural resources.  Heavy use of chemical 

pesticides and ill-spent of energy are also problems facing agriculture in ACMECS 

Members.    

 Recommendation: 

i) To explore the possibility of cooperation to promote environmental friendly 

agriculture by taking into account the conservation of energy and natural 

resources. 

3.5. Joint Venture for the Promotion of Seed Production project 

This project was proposed and designed by Thailand in cooperation with Myanmar 

Agricultural Research Department and the UMFCCI under ACMECS (AC-5) and 

Myanmar-Thai Bilateral Project (MT 28) in 2007.  The project covers training and 

setting up pilot project and 3 to 4 year period. Objective of the project is to enhance 

the knowledge and skill of hybrid seed production, productive capacity and necessary 

appropriate land for the pilot project is available in Myanmar. 

Recommendation: 

i) To propose to add crops, namely, paddy (rice), oil-seeds, and pulses/beans and 

fruit seeds under the project, other than corn, vegetable, and flower.  

ii) To extend the MT 28 project inclusive of B2B seed production in order to 

encourage the private sector production of the high-yield-hybrid seeds. 

iii) To propose the expedition of agro-based industries of value added in fruit and 

vegetable B2B production not only in border-areas but also at most crop 

producing inland-areas after having conducted the feasibility studies.{MT 26 and 

MT 31 were for conducting the feasibility studies.] 

4.  ACMECS Rice Cooperation 

 As mandated by the Informal Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok in May 2007 and the 

 1st Ministerial Meeting on ACMECS Rice Cooperation held on 24 September 2007, 

 Siem Reap, Cambodia, and the Joint Statement of the 3rd ACMECS Summit held on 

 7th November 2008 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, the Senior Officials from ACMECS countries 
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 met in Bangkok on 12 June 2007, in Siem Reap  on 23 September 2007 and on 6 

 September 2010, to pursue and review work on ACMECS Rice Cooperation. The 

 meeting discussed, updated, and revised a Working Paper on ACMECS Rice 

 Cooperation. The Senior Official Meeting also agreed that there is a need for the 

 ACMECS Countries to review and prepare a new strategy on rice cooperation due to 

 the change of regional and world situation on rice production and trade, including 

 strengthening of the cooperation in the areas of information exchange; technical and 

 R&D cooperation; and sub-regional value chain cooperation. On mechanism and the 

 level of cooperation, the Senior Official Meeting suggested that ACMECS Member 

 Countries should cooperate in three levels: government-to-government; business-to-

 business; and farmer-to-farmer.  

 Recommendation: 

i) ACMECS Business Council welcomes the Government initiative for ACMECS rice 

cooperation. It is also advisable to further study the working paper on this 

initiative. 

5.  Tourism Promotion 

5.1.  Expedite the Implementation of ACMECS Single Visa Scheme 

 The concept of “Five Countries, One Destination” is to promote and facilitate the 

 travel of tourists into the ACMECS sub-region. To achieve this goal, the MOU to 

 launch a pilot project on ACMECS Single Visa had been signed by Cambodia and 

 Thailand. However, the delay in implementation of  this MOU would discourage 

 travel of visitors of the third countries into the ACMECS sub-region.   

 Recommendation: 

i) The ACMECS JBC recognize that the establishment of the ACMECS single Visa 

Scheme will take longer time to be implemented. To launch the marketing 

concept of visiting five countries as one destination, the council proposes the 

adoption of a “single visa for ACMECS’ package tours” In order to promote 

tourism industry and induce travelers into the ACMECS sub-region.  

5.2.     Effective implementation of joint Marketing Program 
Establish a bilateral integrated network of tourism promotional marketing group in 
order to maximize complimentary nature of tourism destinations.  
 Recommendations: 
i)     Joint working Group comprising of both public and private sectors to coordinate 

and collaborate in developing effective marketing strategies.  
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6.  Transportation Facilitation and Cooperation 

6.1. Utilization of the existing economic corridors 

i) To transform the existing regional transport corridors (i.e. EWEC, NSEC and SEC) to 

economic corridors, it would require improved transport and trade facilitation in 

this sub-region.  Ratification of protocol and annexes of the GMS-CBTA should be 

accelerated by ACMECS member countries to make full use of these corridors.  

ii) To set up a study group to explore business and investment opportunities along 

the economic corridors, this would help identify more competitive products and 

location for making business plan and decision.   

iii) To accelerate development of road and rail infrastructure linking Kanchanaburi 

province of Thailand to Dawai city in Myanmar in order to complete the economic 

corridors  and to advance development of Dawai deep seaport.   

iv) To initiate market potential studies on the new markets accessibility through the 

SEC linkage and awareness programs for SME. 

v) To promote the use of route number 48 (R48) in order to facilitate the movement 

of shipment and agricultural produces, especially from the eastern part of Thailand 

to Cambodia.  The R48 should be realized as a feeder road of the SEC.  

6.2. Logistics Improvement 

i) The construction of Third Mekong Bridge, linking Nakhonphanom of Thailand and 

Khammuane of Lao PDR, is to be completed within year 2012. In order to make 

full use of this bridge, it is recommended that a joint working group on Third 

Mekong Bridge should be set up in order to discuss on specific issues of concern 

and to obtain clear policy and strategic plan for utilizing this bridge in improving 

logistics services in this sub-region.  For example, the purpose of this bridge is to 

promote the movement of goods and shipment transportation or to promote 

tourism destination should be clarified.  In addition, the upgraded road linking 

Vietnam with the Third Mekong Bridge should be accelerated. The feasibility study 

to identify competitive location for establishing truck terminal should be also 

conducted to promote logistics services effectively.   

ii) In order to create a network of logistics and transport links in the ACMECS Sub-

region, it is recommended that a Sub-regional Logistics Service Alliance Scheme 

should be established by the relevant authorities. 

iii) In order to develop driver standard and improve transport worker skills, it is  

recommended that  training courses on specific subjects, such as   Q-Mark, 

Transport Systems (TPS), GPS/Call Center, and Software Transport Manage (SCN) 

should be set up. 
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7.  Industry and Investment Promotion 

7.1.  Promotion of Industry Co-production Base 

i) To enhance industry and investment opportunities along the route number 3 (R3), 

Mae Sod-Myawaddy road, route number 9 (R9), and route number 5 (R5), it is 

recommended that the study profile of these particular routes should be 

conducted in order to collect relevant information and to promote co-production 

ventures in the strategic areas.  

 

7.2.  Promotion of Special Economic Zone (SEZ) and Industrial Estate Development 

i) To promote and utilize the existing industrial estates and SEZ in the sub-region, it 

is proposed to set up a Joint Working Group to follow-up and update information 

on the current SEZ development in ACMECS member countries, i.e.  Mae Sod-

Myawaddy SEZ, Koh-Kong Industrial estate, O-neang industrial estate as well as 

Savan- Seno SEZ.   

7.3.  Investment Promotion 

i) To reduce investment risks, it is recommended that negotiation on establishing of 

Investment Protection Agreement between Thailand and Vietnam, as well as 

Thailand and Myanmar should be accelerated and completed in year 2011. The 

enforcement of these Investment Protection Agreements would help promote 

and induce more Thai investment in these two countries. 

7.4.  Establishment of ACMECS Business Centre 

i) To support an effective business and trade channel, it is proposed to establish 

ACMECS Business Centre in each member country in order to disseminate and 

publicize trade and investment information, as well as to render business 

matching services to interested parties.   

 

8.  Human Resource Cooperation 

i) To set up a vocational training institute in ACMECS countries and promote 

university networks. 

ii) To provide financial and technical assistance for ACMECS countries and advance 

the number of scholarship in the cooperation sectors of ACMECS. 

iii) To encourage development of competency standards and skills certification 

system among ACMECS countries. 

iv) To establish a labor market information network in order share labor market 

information and experience in managing oversea workers. 
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v) To propose two-level HRD capacity building measures which are in compliance 

with the ACMECS Plan of Action of 2006-2012 and of 2010-2012, as follows:- 

- First level is regular and sustained ACMECS vocational training and training of 

its trainers for both public and private sector. For the private sector, the 

contact point is (through) the National Chambers of ACMECS countries. 

Prioritized vocational trainings are 1) Post-Harvest Technical Training for Fruits 

and Vegetables, 2) Agriculture Supply-Chain Management, 3) Tourism 

Management, and  4) SME Management and Development. 

- Second level is the Higher Education of First and Second Degree Studies, 

continuation of existing University level scholarship program of “Creating New 

ACMECS Blood Project”.  Under this program, ACMECS BC requests to 

continue and extend the scholarship of entrepreneurial and business related 

subject offer annually at least 3 undergraduate and 3 graduate scholarships to 

each of the National Chambers of ACMECS countries. 

 

 

As of 10-11-2010 


